Introduction
The Elateridae are common and abundant throughout the world. Adults are well known for their ability to click, which has led to several common names: click beetle, skip-jack, spring beetle, clicker or blacksmith. It is the largest family in Elateroidea with 400 genera and 9000 species [Lawrence 1982] , in 23 subfamilies. Most members of the family possess superposition type of eye [Caveney 1986 ] with internal structure adapted to the ambient light intensity.
Vision and behaviour are intimately intertwined with each other during the course of evolution. Morphological characteristics of the compound eye refl ect features of the insect life style [Wehner 1981 ] and thus, are well suited for predicting these features [Bauer & Kredler 1993] . The interspecifi c differences, in terms of behavior and activity are to some extent attributed to the differences in eye morphology, such as the total number of ommatidia and the extent of lateral projection of the eye [Moser et al 2004] . Among closely related species, e.g, those of the same genus, difference exists in eye morphology, if there are differences in the habitat [Morwinsky & Bauer 1997 , Bauer et al 1998 . Habitat dependent differences in eye morphology were studied in closely related ground beetles [Bauer et al 1987] . However, those studies were mainly focused on the outer morphological differences [Bauer et al 1987] . The present study focuses on the ultrastructural difference of elaterid beetles from three different niches.
